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Context   
— 

What is Design for Europe? 
— 
 
What have we been up to? 
— 
 
How can you engage? 
— 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Europe's economy 
needs innovation to grow 
— 

Design drives innovation by 
putting people first, helping 
businesses and public 
services to create solutions 
with real value for the user. 
— 



2015 
— 

How did we get  
here? 



Political Context 
— 

2010: Political commitment at European level 
 

2011: European Design Innovation Initiative 
 

2012: European Design Leadership Board 

2013: Action-Plan for Design-Driven Innovation 

2014: Design for Europe 



— 
Europe 2020 

Flagship Initiative 
Innovation Union 
 



European Design 
Leadership Board 
— 

Mr Tajani was handed a report Design for Growth and Prosperity by members of the European 
Design Leadership Board Mrs Deborah Dawton (then-President of BEDA) and Mr Thierry 
Wasser (Guerlain) 



Industrial Policy 
Communication 
— 

Wider use of design, as well as other 
non-technological innovations, is one of 
the key drivers for developing high value 
products, increasing productivity and 
improving resource efficiency. 
 
Industrial Policy Communication Update 2012 



Action Plan for 
Design-Driven 
Innovation 
— 
Aims to accelerate the take-up of design in innovation 
policy, with 3 strategic areas for action: 
 
• Promoting understanding of design's impact on 

innovation 
 

• Promoting design-driven innovation in industries 
to strengthen Europe's competitiveness 
 

• Promoting the adoption of design to drive 
renewal in the public sector 



Design for Europe 
to accelerate design-driven innovation 
in order to boost innovation, growth and 
job creation across the EU  
— 
by raising awareness of how design-
driven innovation already increases 
efficiency in public services and drives 
business growth across Europe.  
— 

— 



Our approach 
— 

Design for Europe is delivering the 
European Design Innovation Platform 
(EDIP),  which is one of the key 
mechanisms for delivering the vision 
of the Action Plan. It is delivering: 
• A web-based platform to support 

peer-learning, networking and 
partnerships 

• A programme of engagement  
— Advocating design-driven 

innovation to policy-makers 
— Supporting the design 

capabilities in enterprises 
— Supporting the design 

capabilities in the public sector 



Concept 
— 
The vision is to connect and raise 
awareness across the EU, of the potential 
of design to drive innovation in business 
and the public sector.  



Consortium 
— 
Consortium Lead 

• Design Council, UK 

 

Lead Partners  

• Birmingham City 
University, UK  

• Danish Design 
Centre, Denmark  

• Lancaster 
University, UK 
Nesta, UK  

• Politecnico di 
Milano, Italy  

 

 

 

Supporting Partners 
• ARC Fund, 

Bulgaria  
• dSola, Slovenia  
• Estonian Design 

Centre, Estonia  
• Invest Northern 

Ireland, UK  
• KEPA, Greece  
• La 27e Region, 

France  
• Luxinnovation, 

Luxembourg  
 
Dissemination 
Partner 
• European 

Network of    
Living Labs 
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— 
How will it be  
useful to  
you? 
 



The tools we’re 
building will help… 
— 

Businesses 
Develop great 
products, 
services and 
brands 

Public Sector 
Improve the 
experience and 
efficiency of 
public services 

Policymakers 
Shape policy to 
support 
innovation and 
growth 



Pockets of interest 
and expertise 
— 



Highlights 
— 
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— 



Events 
— 



Experts 
— 



Over 8,000 
reached via 
social media 

Social Media 
— 





































— 

To validate the long term goals of the platform by 
securing its future through an alternative funding model 
— 
International recognition as the one-stop-shop for 
design needs for business, policy makers and service 
providers 
— 
10,000s registered users 
— 
Contributions from all EU nations 
— 
Voluntary contribution from the world’s leading 
designers and commentators 
— 
Independent, fully functioning forums led                       
by users 
— 

Ambitions for the future 
2015-16 



User-focus approach 
— 

Contact us at hello@DesignforEurope.eu 
 
Register your interest on 
DesignforEurope.eu  

Register your interest through mailing list 
— 
 
Suggest resources for inclusion  
— 
 
Host an event?  
— 
 
Tell us what you’d like to see from the project? 
— 



Visit  
designforeurope.eu 



Thank you 
 
Dr Martyn Evans 
e: m.evans@lancaster.ac.uk 
t: @martyn_evans 
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